EDUCATION CENTERSFOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENTAND
LOCAL PARTICIPATION

1. INTRODUCTION

In the last years ecological problems related teeweonsumption, human activities,
pollution, resource exploitation, growing populatiare becoming more and more
important both for scientists and for the publi¢.the same time we are witnessing a
strong change in people’s ecological awarenesscedlyefrom 1960s when several
studies started to develop in order to answer itaporquestions. As we can
understand, there was and there is still a needidcate people and at the same time
we need to increase the local community partiofjpain order to involve them. In this
way we can form the attitude necessary for peoplearticipate in a responsible,
effective and sustainable way in the decision ngkirocess related to environmental
problems trying to change the mind toward a suatden community development.
But what does it mean Sustainable Community and wewcan relate this concept
with the ESD center?

1.1. ESD and ESD-Centersasa Toolsfor Sustainable Community

A sustainable community is a community that looksanly in to the present but and
in to the future. It is flexible enough, and wise rhaintain its natural, economic,
social, cultural and political support systems.

A sustainable community continues to thrive in tioeeause it has:

e A healthy and diverse ecological system that comtiy performs life
sustaining functions and provides other resouragshumans and other
species

e A social foundation that provides for the healthatif community members,
respects cultural diversity, is equitable in it$i@ts, and considers the needs
of future generations

e A healthy and diverse economy that adapts to chapgwides long-term
security to residents, and recognizes social anbbgical limits.

Taking into account what we said above, we havan@lyze the possible solutions
that we need to apply in order to achieve bothigpdtion and sustainability.
According UNESCO:

“The kind of change required by sustainability inptes each community, each
household and each individual. Successful solutimngroblems at this level of
society will need to be rooted in the cultural sfieity of the town or region if the
people are to be supportive of and involved in salcange.” From the UNESCO
(1997)Educating for a Sustainable Future: A Transdisciplinary Vision for Concerted
Action, paragraph 114.

Education for sustainable development (ESD) meam$uding key sustainable
development issues into teaching and learning, sash poverty alleviation,



citizenship, peace, ethics, responsibility in loaatl global contexts, democracy and
governance, justice, security, human rights, hegiémder equity, cultural diversity,
rural and urban development, economy, productiod aonsumption patterns,
corporate responsibility, environmental protectinatural resource management and
biological and landscape diversity.

It also requires participatory teaching and leagnmethods that motivate and
empower learners to change their behavior and ta&gon for sustainable
development. Education for Sustainable Developmeahsequently promotes
competencies like critical thinking, imagining fotuscenarios and making decisions
in a collaborative way.

There is a need to educate people, especially thmgy ones, on ecological and
environmental problems. This can be achieved thémkpecific centers that are able
to highlight the importance of education for susshile development using different
tools, programs, different resources of informateomd a way to teach and learn.
During the last years the importance of educatmrséistainable development centers
(ESD-Centers) became stronger enough to involveonbt the young generations
such as children and students, but also the locainmunities and the society in
general, local or global. The main aim of an ESDHEris to succeed in making
individuals and communities understand the compiéaractions between them and
the nature taking into account all the aspects s@aglsocial, economic, cultural,
environmental, institutional and technological. Maver, as we have already said an
ESD-Center aims to form the attitude necessary people to participate in a
responsible, effective and sustainable way in tbesion making process related to
environmental problems. This way, we will be abdeincrease the awareness of
learners towards sustainable development but atathee time they will increase their
knowledge, their attitudes and skills in order tbamge their mind toward a
sustainable future.

To achieve a sustainable future we have to makpleeavare of what is happening,
where they live and what they can do. The partimpaprocess seems to be the best
way to reach this aim. In the paragraph below veegaing to explain the importance
of the participation process taking into accoumt iin principles and the main step
that need to be followed.

1.2. PARTICIPATION PRINCIPLES

As we can understand the public participation irkimg decisions is vital, moreover
the local participation can lead to better decisionorder to meet the needs of more
people. Decisions are more likely to withstand sowif the decision-making process
is more open, more honest and more accountabliefdame time, we must say that
public participation does not guarantee that evegywill be happy with a decision.
But involving the public at an early stage in threzidion-making process, and finding
ways for their views to be heard and taken intooant, helps to build consensus.
Another important point is the improvement of trembcracy. In fact regular public



participation shows people that they are valuedthattheir views are important. In
this way, individuals and community groups can lpeeomore active and more
responsible for their environment and quality &.li
The first thing that needs to be done is to prephaeepublic participation process
using certain questions, strategies or plans pusiyaagreed.
The second step is to create a participation gtyafEo create a participation strategy
we need to answer to the following questions:

e what is the purpose?

e who should participate?

e are the public represented?

¢ how will we make sure all of the public is represel?

e how will we persuade and get the public to parata®

e when should they participate?

e what information do they need to participate?

e when will the public participate?

e how long should be allocated to the public paratign stage?

e what do the public need to participate?

e what help will the public need?

e what resources are available?

e how long will the public need to make their comnsént

e how will the comments be handled?

e what needs to be done once the decision has begg’ma
Everyone can benefit from a strategy that helpanti@scome more effective
participants. This includes the public, authoritffiatals, businesses and NGOs.
Helping people to participate can take four brogpreaches. These are:

e helping people get involved,;
helping people understand the issues;
helping people develop skills;
helping people build networks;
However, public participation can also create diffiies and it is important to be
aware of them:

e it does not automatically lead to consensus;

e people and public authorities can be cynical abioeitvalue of participation;

e people may only participate if they think theirargsts are threatened,;

e it can raise unrealistic expectations of what camathieved,;

e it may slow down the decision;

e it costs money and we don’t have any

The aim of this study is to assess current sitnaticthe level of local participation in
ESD-Centers from four countries Italy, Turkey, Roia and Greece trying to
compare them in order to recognize advantages isadvintages from every country

in order to define the best ways to increase thieli@ment of local participation.



2. MATERIAL & METHODOLOGY

In this chapter we are going to discuss which lohdhaterial and methodologies we
applied in order to achieve our aim. The web redeagpresents the most important
resource of information that we used to delinelagenbain guidelines of our essay and
to analyze the existing situation. We analyzedcafiweb pages of ministries and of
the most important institutions. We used severangific articles, documents and
other materials available inside the environmentaiter in order to have a broad
view of the situation. We interviewed the employdesm the national park of
Parnassos and from the environmental center of gsafin order to collect more
information about the possible solution in involyitocal communities. Anyway the
material that we used and the time we had, it wasenough to analyze in a better
way our topic. Moreover some interviews to thealomommunity should be done in
order to improve our research activity. The methogyp that we followed was the
first thing decided in order to have a clear wayofking. The first thing that we did
it was a brainstorming in order to delineate thaegal structure of our work. After
that we defined the aim of our research, in thiy wavas possible to collect in a
easily way all the information from different soescof data to reach the fixed aim.
All together we had a first general checking of twlected information and we
divided the work in order to manage in the best sy time we had. From this
moment we had an individual work but taking alwawe account the work situation
of the other team components. In fact during thdags several discussion and
comparison were conducted among us in order to Alvays under control the work
between us. At the end we joined together the miffeindividual parts in order to
compare all the information and to delineate thannw@nclusions and the main
suggestions.

3. RESULTS

2.1 GREECE

The Greek Ministry of Education states that the ESdhters aim to emphasize the
importance of having the entire local communitytiggrating in assessing, exploring
and tackling an environmental problem. Furthermor@ddition to understanding the
social nature of environmental problems, it stales the experience and knowledge

of the local people should be utilized in order fiod a solution to a local



environmental problem. As in contrast to the statieds of educators where there is
no direct reference to the local society but meeelyeneral statement of the need to
have everybody environmentally literate. We canorepthat in Greece the
participation of the stakeholders and the local momity in and with the ESD-
Centers is generally limited to one or two day sems. Although, we should
highlight four centers that are combining acti\gtte expose local products within the
ESD-Centers and give the opportunity to the prodteargue for the quality of their
products and the environment friendly process fodpction. Those centers are CEE

Mallaon and Amfissa and MAB Olympus and Samaria.

221TALY

The first thing that we must clarify in the Itali@ontext, is that we don’t have clear
guidelines in involving local communities in a @sable development even if in the
Italian constitution the involvement of people @ag relevant role. As we have
already said this leads to several problems reltdetthe decision making process.
Anyway we were able to extract some general riBefore explain this point, we

have to say that the environmental education ily iaentrusted to specific bodies
responsible for environmental protection that canefiher institutional such as the
Ministry for the Environment, Land and Sea or asg@ms or non-governmental

organizations. This means that we can find few remmental education centers
under the state control. In general EC are situaiesl specific places with high

values due to environmental and cultural importamedtaly the education about a
sustainable development is addressed inside progesnmapplied by the different

subjects involved in the environmental educatiod a® cannot find specific ESD

centers. Moreover we can recognize a completeitaek education to a sustainable
development during the mandatory schooling. Inltakan context, the involvement

of local communities seems to be very uncommoneaafly when we are facing

with environmental and sustainable developmenessiAs we have already said, we
can recognize thousands of different associatiammngavernmental organization,

national agency, trying to involve people in theid®n making process. The most
important ones are WWF, LIPU, Legambiente that @nmcrease the participation of
local communities using different methods such ®sand radio programmes, local
assemblies, web portals, periodical initiatives aaestionnaire to be submit,

environmental education campaigns to promote aagase the mobilization against



the most important environmental problems for exampgainst nuclear power,
illegal building and on illegal dumping of wasteatNrally the Ministry of Education
and the Ministry of Environment are involved togatithem in different programmes
in order to "preserve nature starting from the gebon of nature, to educate young
people to respect the world in which we live, ramgblic awareness on issues
important as the protection of the environment @nedattention to health ... "

The local community involvement is achieved thatkslifferent solution that can be
applied in an integrated way. For example we fowuane interesting way of
involvement such as volunteer camps and summer <aogen to everyone,
completely free, in order to increase the awareabssit important issues. Moreover
we can find several village festivals all alonglyifeespecially during summer and
autumn periods, which aim to bring the attentiomaal local sustainable production.
A good example is given by the “Sweet Red Peppstid” able to involve people
thanks to workshops, wine and food tours, exhibgion order to show how the
production can be done through a sustainable wdyhaw they can be involved in
the decision process.

We can find other ways to involve people for examperimental projects, books
and DVD explaining ways to participate in the diecisnaking process. Moreover we
are able to recognize some other important natiandlregional institutions such as
INFEA, LABNET, ANDREA, CEA, ORMEA and ARPAV. Thesagencies are able
to give us not only indication on the way of thertiggpation process but they
represents archives of information about the envivental sustainable education on
different themes according the general guidelinesnfthe Italian Ministry of
Education.

2.3SLOVENIA
Slovenia does not have ESD centers, but we havéoenvental centers. The
environmental center is organized as a place tif@tsoconditions for the operation of
environmental NGOs, linking the interested publidiile enables the general public
to access information and publications on enviramideprotection and sustainable
development.
Main objectives of our centers:

e improve information and public awareness of envmental protection and

sustainable development,



e enhance the environmental awareness of individaradscommunity,

e improve the participation between environmental NG&hd the public in
decision-making processes,

e improve public access to environmental informatod publications,

e provide basic advice and access to independentedni various fields of

environmental protection and sustainable developmen

We couldn’t find any official statement of the mgeaent and strategy of Slovenia
(by the Ministry of Education and Sport) for thettpapation of the local community
in or with the environmental centers. In Slovenialu&ation for Sustainable
Development includes (by the Ministry of Educateord Sport):
- respect for human values
- active citizenship and participation
- intercultural dialogue and linguistic diversity
- nature conservation and environmental protectiawifenmental awareness
and responsibility)
- quality education an inspiring working and leaghenvironment
- quality of interpersonal relationships the develepiof social skills (non
violence, tolerance, cooperation, respect, etc..)
- A healthy lifestyle (mental and physical health)
- Strengthening healthy self-confidence and selfezste
- Quality leisure time
- Developing entrepreneurship as a contribution toetp and the environment,
- Learn about different areas of culture and the tam of creativity and
activity.
24TURKEY

Education for Sustainable Development programmeaperated not only by official
organizations but also by volunteer organizations Tiurkey. This programme
supported by local foundations, regional foundatjdviinistry of Education and some
International Programmes. In addition to Our cdastn deal with environmental
sustainable development and the law of environmeedith is that, the environment
which is the lebensraum of all organism, have b&emprotected by sense of

sustainable environment and sustainable development



In Turkey also more than 47 volunteer organizatiares working about sustainable
environmental development both regional and loeakl (Duru, 1995). The most
recognised of them are Foundation for to Competk rosion, Planting and Protect
Natural Asset in Turkey (Turkiye Erozyonla Mucadedgaclandirma ve Dgal
Varliklari Koruma Vakfi-TEMA), The Foundation forrBtect Wildlife (Yaban Hayati
Koruma Vakfi), The Foundation for Protect and Retusg the Environmental and
Cultural Values (Cevre ve Kltir Rerlerini Koruma ve Tanitma Vakfi-CEKUL),
Association of Nature (Oga Derngi), etc. Especially, Ministry of Education
organized EDS for students who are in pre-schoohigihschool. This education
organized in 81 cities of Turkey by name Project feractical Environment
Education. For university students ESD programngamized by each university’s
administration which is interesting in environmé@aya et al., 2010).

According to Kaya et al (2010), Turkey doesn 't dnav national strategy in the
coordination of Ministry of Environment and ForgstrMinistry of National
Education and State Planing Organization that sthereesponsibility of the process
with the aim of preparing our national strategyisitdefined that there isn't enough
pressed and visual education materials in the subjeSustainable Development for
the purpose of being kept informed and become domscof the society. But,
UNESCO National Commission for Turkey (2012) acaugdthat, Ministry of
Education, Ministry of Environment and Forestry a®thte Planning Organization
have been supported the EDS. Also UNESCO Natior@mhm@ission for Turkey
constitute a department to monitor to techniqued pwlitics issues of EDS. The
example of this is the eco-education/eco-schootlhiained by a foundation named
TURCEV.

4. CONCLUSIONS
The main problems that arise from our study are:
- In some countries (ltaly, Slovenia and Turkey) ¢heare no common
institutions able to give common guidelines abowim®nmental education
- In Italy and Slovenia we can recognize some enwi@mtal center that are not
related with a sustainable development
- A weakness in the involvement in the participatdtocal communities
Analyzing the different results of our research e@ say that we cannot recognize

big differences among the studied countries. Ini@dar we can say that the Italian



and Turkish situations seem to be similar. In thés® countries the local
communities involvement on the environmental sustale education seems to be
unclear and very fragmented without common gui@slirOur proposal is to define
common guidelines about the participation, decrgasihe number of the different
institutions in order to have a clear structurehbntthe Italian and Turkish society.
The Slovenian situation is something in the midtiethis country the education for
sustainable development is a central part in thieatbn process but at the same time
the lack of ESD centers leads to some importansegumences such as the bad
connection within local community and educationatnters for sustainable
development. So in this case, we need an increasthea links between local
community and environmental centers, we also needtart with a process of
upgrading and with introduction of new ESD centéngng in this way to increase
the participation of local community in the decrsionaking process about the
environmental sustainable development.

The Greek situation seems to be the best one athengfudied countries. In fact we
can recognize a well distributed structure all o&eeece of ESD centers with clear
guidelines. But we couldn’t find a precise strat€lgy the Ministry of Education) for
the participation of the local community in or withe educational centers of

sustainable development.

5. SUGGESTIONS

Local participation as a term is always used in EBBversations but we weren't able
to find or recognize specific actions to enhancestart some kind of interaction.
According to the situation of the countries undeidg we want to suggest strategies
and programs in order to increase the participatbbnlocal communities. Our
suggestions for acting locally (but always thinkgligbally) are:

- Involving the local communities in actions in sumnog winter camps as
volunteers to participate within the working groups order to provide
communication with locals and to get in touch ameéract with each other.

- ESD centers should support programs to educatd fwcaucers (organic
farms, tourism, environmental friendly) and offelvice.

- Periodical newspapers open days for interestediqp@sl a way to attract

public attention and opinions.



- Certification system for the facilities in the regi(green building, eco-school,

good practices) joint together in the same institut

- Voluntary programs for environment enthusiastsnwoive them in to ESD

principles and practices.

- Incorporate education for sustainable developnrettie curricula.

- Festivals to improve the awareness about localymtsdand local resources.
Finally, we believe that every country should depela national strategy for
sustainable communities by using ESD-Centers aal fpoints. Our dream is that
ESD-Centers will convince people, local or regiorthlat SD is the new way to

produce, to consume, to communicate and finallywv&n
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